SWAAG Excavations & Young Persons (under 18years)
SWAAG expects the Parent or Carer to supervise the young person at all times
Below is an outline of the main hazards. It is not an exhaustive list but a guide to assist the parent or carer.
The parent or carer must sign the attached form once they have read this potential hazard guidance table.
	Activity
	Possible hazards
	Possible injury
	Reduce risk by…

	Travel to from venue.
	Traffic: walking by road, crossing road, getting on/ off bus, in/ out car.
	Road accident injuries.
	Parental / Carer supervision at all times.

	Public spaces, buildings open to the public.
	Abduction, interference, children lost/ left behind.
	
	Parental / Carer supervision at all times.



	Visiting or participating at SWAAG excavations.
	Ingestion of soil from muddy hands, tripping hazard over tools, string and pegs.
Excavation tools; trowels and mattocks with sharp edges. (NB tools designed for adult use may be unwieldy for younger children).
Heavy objects; large stones, filled buckets, filled sieves.
Falling hazard as trenches could be up to a metre deep.

	Stomach upsets, bruises and abrasions, eye injuries.
Accidental impacts causing cuts, abrasions, bruising and a potential for broken bones. 

Strains and injuries caused by lifting heavy objects.
Injuries caused by falling.
	Parental / Carer supervision at all times.
SWAAG recommends that children and young people wear gloves when digging or sieving.



	Finding objects in trenches.
	Sharp objects e.g. glass, rusty iron, flint, brick and tile, human or animal bone


	Cuts, abrasions, infection.
	Parental / Carer supervision at all times.



	General outdoor activities.
	Weather.
	Cold, wet, sunburn, dehydration.
	Parental / Carer supervision at all times.


Children and Young Persons Taking Part in SWAAG Archaeological Digs; Safeguarding Policy

SWAAG is is a group of enthusiasts in the northernmost Yorkshire dales who contribute to the knowledge base of the history of our dales through archaeological and related activity.

All participants in our Archaeological digs are required to read and sign a Health and Safety Guidance form and are aware of the existence of the risk assessments which underpin it. Participants under the age of 18 have their form signed by a parent / carer.

While we welcome the participation of children and young people under 18 in SWAAG activities, we are aware of the need to safeguard their welfare, which is paramount. For this reason we ask that their parents/ carers accompany and supervise them at all times, exercising appropriate parental control.  

I have read the SWAAG policy on Safeguarding Children and Young People and accept full parental responsibility as defined above.

Signed……………………………………………………..date……………………

Please print your name……………………………………………………….……. (Parent / Carer) please indicate
Child / Young Person’s name………………………………………………………

