Quick Reference Test Pit Digging Guide

Fill out all boxes on the front cover of your Digging an Archaeological Test Pit

‘Booklet Excavation Record booklet.

‘On marked test

pit site Measure out your 1 m square test pit with tape, string and nails.

' A'ro,urid test pit | Measure and draw a location sketch plan to record test pit location.

Near test pit L,ay out'your plastic sheeting at least 2 m away from test pit.

Fill in details on top right-hand side of the first Context Record Sheet page in your
Digging an Archaeological Test Pit Excavation Record

Booklet

Complete recording steps 1-4 on the CdntéXt Record Sheet, includiﬁg drawing a

Booklet ‘plan of the surface of the pit in the gridded square at 1:10 scale.

,;CE:IVB,"éSide test pit | Line an empty finds tray with newspaper.

Label a plastic'resealable finds bag in permanent marker pen with the site-name,

,’e’s4|de tesipit test pit number and context number, and place it in the finds tray.

(Before first context ONLY) Remove turf (if present) with spade, in squares as
neatly as possible.

Use mattock to loosen soil in test pit, and the shovel to put it into bucket. Keep the
bottom of the test pit as level as possible and the sides straight. Try not to get soil
on the grass.

In test pit & on
spoil heap

| Sieve every bucketful of soil (holding the sieve over the plastic sheeting). Pick out of
On spoil heap | the sieve anything you see that looks man-made (these are your finds) and tip the
residue onto the spoil heap on top of the plastic sheeting. «’

Cleari anyﬁ‘nds, and place them in the finds tray to dry (only put thém in the finds

Beside test pit bag when they are dry).

In fest pit Contiriue until you have removed 10 cm from the whole surface of the test pit.

Use your trowel and hand shovel to remove all loose soil from the exposed surface
|and leave it level.

15 | Booklet Fill in the rest of the Context Record Sheet by ﬁlling in boxes steps 5—7.

Begin your next context by starting a new Context Record Sheet, i.e. by returning
{o step 5. /

14 |In test pit

16 Booklet

Repeat steps 5-16 (omitting step 9) for context 2 and all subsequent contexts until you have finished your
test pit, then go on to step 17.

Fill in the details on the top left hand side of the FINAL Context Record Sheet page A L5 o v v
Lﬂ Booklet in your Digging an Archaeological Test Pit Excavation Record Date of excavation: \gf@x, Zs)% Site code/settlement name: S_%&-)

W eomplete BN Tecording slepe Test-pit number: 1P 5g Test-pit address: CDA—TE& MW
18 | Booklet Fill in all parts of the final Section Drawing Sheets. Test-pit team names: -E%G D> |

19 |In test pit Back-fill your test pit and replace turf AS NEATLY AS POSSIBLE. 1. Alan n/uu S 3 Lirch oud farm ”\‘j

Tidy site, collect up and clean your equipment and return with everything to the - 2. Anolre Dixon 4. ). .nda Paffott
excavation base. . . ,

20 | In test pit
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Test Pit Location Map Section Drawings te [anrs | TPl

Site Test Pit
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in relation to features such as houses, boundaries, roads, walls etc which are marked on your | pointing in the direction of A o
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square with the corners numbered 1- 4, to correlate with the numbers on each context plan in
\Tli Jgontext Recordeheets in this Record Booklet. B IOM,O [)L ) FOO “'}0@ m X Gote T
— Fmtbrz“gge “Cross Séicl@.;. i i
S| / 5 cotmge Entrcmoe
{ b
S| A f
S Ao o]l‘ eno of stane
ol Stk o wall x?
wall s,;
X%
G N ém NI N FleLN R p Ground surface n n Ground surface
v 15m 90 2 | Socc Sau
< | Nooden m at oL au
3 f mw{g gl ng@ i S VY P Smial ctmes
Q | N NY (4 SLUTOER I = ey 2D a <
§) § wﬂ § Q} e = o5 o & ‘@’6% -2@ j’ -, . - & e {m =y
Q ) SRR | * o Y i i ! e
<P 3
i(b) 4 s S W M v e i La{ﬂe A[ 36 \Ct e i el N
; \ ™ .. ,f/' ¢
el in g St Q - A
Seorte Ancley lum\cj?
{ Stond -
i

3. Describe where your test pit is, adding any notes which help explain this to someone who doesn t know goudsne
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Archacology

FINAL Context Record Sheet Context Record Sheet

Site 4 Test Pit | Context Final Context Recording task checklist Site lcpa , Test Pit ,| Context v
1$806 12 Ir 6 : 580G I . e
code: S6DCT 5 number: 58 n"?nber L\ code: » & 5 number: 58 number: 1 Photograph top of layer before starting to
//lieu_,L_ ' dig it (O
Context -  Context » , Draw plan of top of context before starting
recorded by: m /{MVL@W ‘ Photograph surface of bottom <f test pit| 1/ . recorded by: U&/VL@ HourveSon to dig it
il ( ./9/7 09—(3 ? 3 P ' Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four| | Draw plan of bottom of test pit ! 1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four] finds (record percentage sieved)

corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)? oG R : corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)? Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
omplete section drawings for all 4 sides Vi
P g . 1 Ocm 2 Ocm 3 Ocm 4 Ocm finds tray to dry with labeled bag

, ‘ 0 .
148em -2 420m 3 4OCm 4"&25,911220 i of your test pit Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

Ensuré, all finds are clean and in clearly
2. Make a measured, labelled| | 3. Draw an arrow here labelled bags 2. Make a measured, labelled 3. Draw an arrow here

plan of this context in the pointing in the / plan of this context in the pointing in the /
h h

5. Complete  the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this. context (write non-listed inclusions into

gridded square below (1.cm | | direction of Nort Fill in all sections on this Final Context gridded square below (1 cm | | direction of Nort

on paper = 10 cm in_pit) on your plan: Recording Sheet on paper = 10 cm in_pit) on your plan: blank row if necessary): ,
— o Present| Percent- ; Particle size
~ N y/n age? | . (tick each box that applies)
. 6. Did you excavate your test pit to natural? If not, explain T ' ‘
Final (unexcavated) context plan E why you stopped d,ggmg Context plan Stone }Y % 2 | Flecks | Sppdll | Med Large
o/ iy
\S. dl . W0 /16//) [a{ge Sand N % O | Flecks | Small | Med
ee| arauomqg P 6 : 5@ M “base . Soil Y |%98 |Feds | sal|Med
‘| \ R ®
context <Q /0 gye 8 : Clay N |% — |Flecks | Small | Med
/ Charcoal | Y |% — |Figefs | small | Med
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large
GRASS '
I
7. Use this space for your conclusions about how wel sva\év?l:;izﬁrerxt'? Dmk b rowrn
your test-pit excavation went, what you think it revealed, o |
any technical problems you encountered which may have
affected the resuits, and any other thoughts that might be 7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
useful when writing up your test-pit excavation: what it is (or what it Iooks like) and what date it is (if you

know).

= gm@u Leces Of reol, earthen
/oottey |

u =

— e

4. Describe what you’ve drawn on the plan, adding any notes 4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan: f which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

See comment m /oage e wfaca has grass

coveredt-
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Context Record Sheet

Site , Test Pit |. Context
code: S,SZ)G/&S number: r58 number: 2—
Context

Jonme Horreson

recorded by:

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

110cim 2/10cm 310cm 4 10eim

3. Draw an arrow here
pointing in the
direction of North

on your plan:

2. Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm
on paper = 10 cm in pit)

,‘

Context plan

Not//u'n\f viscble
apoutfrom ol and
Qrpss| rootS

4+ B

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

N/A

(Trus context contouned more
smadl stones towasds the
bottom)

Task

'Photograph top of layer beforé starting to
digit (7)

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record o
finds (record percentage sieved) e, O %o
|IClean finds and place in clearly labelled \/
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet |

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this context (write non-listed inclusions into
blank row if necessary):

was this context?:

Context Record Sheet

Site Test Pit Context
code: number: number:
Context

recorded by:

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

1 2 3 4

3. Draw an arrow here|

pointing in the
direction of North /

on your plan:

2. Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm
on paper = 10 cm in pit)

Present| Percent- Particle size
y/n age? | (tick each box that applies)
Stone Y |% {4 |Flecks Ellyé" Med | Large
Sand [\/ % O Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Soil Y |%96 |Flecks ol |Med |Large
Clay N |% O |Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Charcoal /\/ % () |Flecks | Small | Med | Large |
g?n%/'f‘lhdpf Y | % Tiny | Fleqks’| gl | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large
6. What colour dark byow

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you

km@a puces o/ 9lass
Mecdieval green glaae red
eqrthen 1oore

Cl

A

Rolled dead

Pecs of bone

Recl earthen pollery

Blue and whll 3[&«26
m€8 e Q;(Qm&& C,Uvs"%

-’f‘ﬂf\m e

| s Y g aes \ e merTar

Context plan

4]

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

Recordmg task checklist

Phbtograph top of layer before starting to
dig it

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record o
finds (record percentage sieved) °

Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this context (write non-listed inclusions into
blank row if necessary):

Present, Percent- Particle size

y/n age? | (tick each box that applies)

Stone % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Sand % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Soil % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Clay % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Charcoal % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

6. What colour
was this context?:

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you
know).

13




Context Record Sheet

Site
code:

Test Pit
number:

Context
number:

Context
recorded by:

Pﬁotograph top bf Iayer before starting {o
dig it

Draw plan of top of context before starting
todigit

1 What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four,
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

1 2 3 4

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record
finds (record percentage sieved)
Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

3. Draw an arrow here

pointing in the
direction of North /

{:2..Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm
on paper.=10.cm in. pit)

on your plan:

Context plan

4. Describe what you’ve drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this_context (write non-listed inclusions into
blank row if necessary):

S |

Present| Percent- Particle size
y/n age? | (tick each box that applies)
Stone % Flecks | Small | Med '
Sand % ‘Flecks | Small | Med
Soil % Flecks | Small | Med
Clay % Flecks | Small | Med Largej
Charcoal % .| Flecks | Small | Med .| Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large
i
6. What colour
was this context?:

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you
know).

12

Context Record Sheet

Context

Test Pit
number: .3

number:

Site
code:

S‘BM/S 7858

Context
recorded by:

Jane Hownson

Photograph top of layer before starting to “
digit (2)

ﬂ 1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

[120cm 2 20cm 3 20em 420om

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to digit
Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record
finds (record percentage sieved)

Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

2. Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm.
on paper =10 cm in_pit)

3. Draw.an arrow here

pointing-in the
direction of North /

on your plan:

Context plan

W1
v,
74/6
oM

| 4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
| which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

N/A

| finds) was in this . context (write non-llsted mclusnons into

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (a;-;art from|

blank row if necessary):

Present| Percent- ‘ Particle size B

y/n age? (tick each box that applies)

Stone Y |% 15 |Flecks | gpéil péd ‘LEI
Sand N % () | Flecks | Small | Med 'Lafge
Soil Y %85 |Fiesk€ | small | Med | Large
Clay N |% O |Flecks | Small | Med |Large
Charcoal N % QO Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Coal % — | Rebks | Small Med |Large
% Flecks | Small Med | Large

o ez, Brown |
=

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you

kHOW) qfcoal and cooer
Ms |
Green glaRe ved ecuthed
G i C?“mwuw i el
C.T.F

Puce of muetod -
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Context Record Sheet

Site ‘ Test Pit Context

code: Sﬁb@ [5 number: T58 number: QL
Context - , "

recorded by: Jane HorriSon

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

130 2 30 330 430

3. Draw an arrow here
pointing in the
direction of North

on your plan:

2, Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm
on paper = 10 cmin pit)

N
Context plan /I\

<
3

Sor Smadl stones

H
®

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

AOuge Stovus ove Stavtungto
protrude Gurough the base of
the JLest /906,

Photograph top of iayér kbefore starting tg
digit (3)

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record
finds (record percentage sieved)

Context Record Sheet

Site Test Pit Context
code: number: number:
Context

recorded by:

Clean finds and place in clearly labelled o
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet | .~

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

1 2 3 4

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this context (write non-listed inclusions intc
blank row if necessary):

3. Draw an arrow here
pointing in the
direction of North

2. Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm

on paper = 10 cm in pit) on your plan:

Present| Percent- Particle size

y/n age? | (tick each box that applies)

Stone Y % )4 |Flecks | Small | Med |Large
Sand N % () |Flecks | Small | Med Léfgé‘
Soil Y %75 |Flecks | Small |Med |Large
Clay N |% O |Flecks | Small | Med |Large
Charcoal | N |% (O |Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

6. What colour 6 roOWwrL

was this context?:

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you
know).

/\/ot//u}zg
\*\( S\m@&g\e w®, Q\\q\x‘q%ag/

n Context plan E

a

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

Photograph top of layer before starting to
dig it

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record o
finds (record percentage sieved) °

Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this context (write non-listed inclusions into
blank row if necessary):

Present] Percent- Particle size

y/n age? (tick each box that applies)

Stone % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Sand % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Soil % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Clay % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Charcoal % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

6. What colour
was this context?:

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you
know).
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Context Record Sheet , - Context Record Sheet

Site | Test Pit Context . Site < Bb@ / 5 Test Pit T 58, Context 5 . _
code: number: number: Photograph top of layer before starting to code: number: number: Photograph top of - layer before starting to
dig it digit (%)

Context Draw i v Context :
plan of top of context before starting -U/ ; Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it : recorded by: ane // arrc§on to dig it

recorded by:

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four| | finds (record percentage sieved) : ’ 1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four| | finds (record percentage sieved)
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)? Clean finds and place in clearly labelled o corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes bc_e}gw& Clean finds and place in clearly labelled

i ~ ONE | Jinds tray to dry with labeled ba
1 2 3 4 ﬁnds tray to dry with labeled bag 1 2 3 4 Inds tray to ary ed bag
Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet | wOoon 4owm “Ocm 30cm | Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

—~ - 12 Make a measured, labelled]: | 3. Draw an arrow here et SR o B R
5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from ‘plan of this context in the pointing in the 5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from

finds) was in this . context (write non-listed inclusions into gridded square below (1 cm | | direction of North finds) was in this context (write non-listed/ inclusions into

2. Make a measured, labelled] |:3. Draw an arrow here
plan of this context in the pointing in the
gridded square below (1 cm direction of North

on paper = 10 cmin_pit) on your plan: blank row if necessary): on paper = 10 cm in_pit) on your plan: blank row if necessary):
: Present| Percent- Particle size : : Present| Percent- Particle size
y/n age? | (tick each box that applies) , N y/n age? | (tick each box that applies)
Context plan Stone % Flecks | Small | Med | Large | Context plan T H| Stone Y |% 75 |Flecks [ small | iped u;@_l
Sand % Flecks { Small | Med .| Large l » ) Sand N % Q |Flecks | Small | Med Large'
Soil % Flecks | Small | Med | Large ‘I ST Ll Soil Y |% 25 |Flecks | Small | Med |Large
Clay % Flecks | Small | Med | Large Clay N |% O |Flecks | Small { Med |Large
Charcoal % Flecks | Small | Med | Large Charcoal | N |% QO |Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large % Flecks | Small | Med Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
6. What colour i , g e - 6/ What colour ) _
was this context?: I : n was this context?: Bf owrt ]
- . ‘ ] I - . .
7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say , 20, -/ 7. List the finds from this context. For each find; say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you / : what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you
know).

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan: which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

Lorge SkoneS cover appmxcm
/,LO%OA of context fioan

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes

10
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Context Record Sheet

Site Test Pit Context

code: S8 DC} 15 number: T58 nUPQf%"-“—é\‘
FLneAt—

Context )

recorded by: J ane Hor riSom

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

f 30cm
148cm 2 42ecm 3%%% 4mgm

3. Draw an arrow here
pointing in the
direction of North

on your plan:

2. Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm
on paper = 10 cm in pit)

Context plan
]

4. Describe what you've drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

Approxunal 807 of the base

o ﬁ/)@/ﬁ({t o JCL{’ e Stones .
oS also undirlee the

/@WZWMZ? areas cf soil .

.Acééss ,
Cartoridge
Archaeology
T A %9

Task

Photograph top of Ig)lerb before starting to o
5

digit Aabe

1 UNIVERSITY OF

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record
finds (record percentage sieved)

FINAL %

Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

FINALC

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

FINAC

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from

finds) was in this context (write non-listed
blank row if necessary):

inclusions into

Particle size

Present| Percent-

y/n age? | (tick each box that applies)

Stone % Flecks | Small | Med Lafge
Sand % Flecks | Small | Med Lafge
Soil % Flecks Smally Med | Large
Clay % Flecks | Small | Med. | Large
Charcoal % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

6. What colour NoT DUuG
was this context?:( Z/nsA L

>

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say

what it is (or what it looks like) and what d
know).

FINAL CONTEXT

ate itis (if you

Discover something new

. www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk

Context Record Sheet

Photograph top of Iayér béfore starting to

Site Test Pit Context
code: number: number:
Context

recorded by:

Access

Gambridg}: '
Archaeology

Recording task checklist

| complete

dig it

Draw plan of top of context before starting
to dig it

1. What depth is the surface of the top of this context at the four
corners of your test pit (numbered in black boxes below)?

1 2 3 4

Dig context, sieve spoil, keep and record o
finds (record percentage sieved) °

Clean finds and place in clearly labelled
finds tray to dry with labeled bag

3. Draw an arrow here
pointing in the
direction of North

on your plan:

2. Make a measured, labelled
plan of this context in the
gridded square below (1 cm
on paper = 10 cm in pit)

Context plan

Fill in all of this Context Record Sheet

5. Complete the boxes below to show what (apart from
finds) was in this context (write non-listed inclusions into
blank row if necessary):

Present| Percent- Particle size
y/n age? | (tick each box that applies})
Stone % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Sand % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Soil % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Clay % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
Charcoal % Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large
% Flecks | Small | Med | Large

6. What colour
was this context?:

4]

4, Describe what you’ve drawn on the plan, adding any notes
which help explain what you have shown on your plan:

7. List the finds from this context. For each find, say
what it is (or what it looks like) and what date it is (if you
know).




